Oregon Trauma System

Quick Fact Sheet



FACT:
Public access to specialized trauma care is decreasing statewide.
FACT:

The cost of uncompensated care and the loss of physician services in Oregon 


are crippling the trauma system.  As a result, Oregon hospitals are re-



evaluating their level of commitment to trauma care and the trauma system.  

FACT:

Trauma hospitals are classified under one of four levels that represent 



expertise and sophistication of care.  Level I and Level II hospitals provide the 


highest level of care.
FACT:
Since 1999, Oregon hospitals have opted to provide decreased levels of 


trauma care to the public

	Hospital classification
	1999
	2008

	Level I 
	2
	2

	Level II
	6
	3

	Level III
	19
	12

	Level IV
	18
	27

	Total number of trauma hospitals
	45
	44


FACT:

The only two Level I hospitals are located in Portland, Oregon

FACT:

Most Level IV hospitals are located in Oregon’s rural and frontier counties

FACT:

Time is a critical factor in treating traumatically injured patients. Rapid access to 


an appropriate level trauma hospital increases a patient’s opportunity for survival. 


This critical period of time following a traumatic injury is often referred to as the 


“Golden Hour”.

FACT:

Optimal care during the “Golden Hour” demands resources and financial 



support.  Trauma care, although vitally necessary, is expensive and resource-


intensive.
Oregon needs adequate trauma system financing

Oregon needs better recruitment and retention 
of physicians, nurses and paramedics
Oregon needs the support of the public and other interested parties to preserve the integrity of the trauma system
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